
Augst 25, 1960 

Phase farglm my dew in replying t o  pur mmnt 
?-&ter concerning -pw intexest in Fe&rnl 1.W t o  Education, 
but I wanted to go into the matter rather  thoroughly with the 
t.. So C m & s , r ? _ m w  9' T&n%tion here i n  Vashington with regard 
t o  some o? the cperztions p u  had raised. 

Conadssioner Derthlck informs ns it is true, tha t  5x1 
the  United ?+,ate3 as a t\41osO and i n  ;).bode Island, thore has been 
erorne bpro.tr@ment over previous pars i n  the number of classroom 
builtI  Hasevor, from the enclosed copy of the  F a l l  1953 3nrol.l- 
m n t s  Teachers, end SahoolhousSng survey, i t  is  noted that the 
Rho& Island State  rtepartrmnt of Education reported 43.6 additional 
instruction ~oom8 were. needed in the fall of 1959 and only 242 were 
schechrleci fo r  compbtlon during the  year (page 15). 

LooMng at the problem in terms of the number of ahtblren 
involtrrtd (page lo), it is noted tha t  i n  1958 there were br33f; 
children in Rho& Island emolled i n  excess of normal capacity3 
but in the fall of 1959 there were 5,387 cN1Q.en e n r o l h d  in 
excess of normal capacity, or an increase of 24.3 percent over 
the previoue par. 
excess of normalcapaci%y last school year Jufferlng becmse of 
overcrowded classrooms, haalf-day sessions, and unsatlsf actoxy 
facilities, but so wets every other child enrolled i n  a class which 
hRd even one nrcrro child than it could sa t i s fac tor i ly  accommodate. 

Hot o w  were the Sr387 children enrolled in 

It fis rog opinion that  a ahlld ha8 only one chenze t o  fTain 
an educlationj a d  an education of poor q u a t y ,  for whatever reason) 
is somthing which affects his whale W e ,  and is something which 
he himself %a powarb3rss t o  correct. The child mu& depend upon 
hia communitys and Itti? citizens, t o  make 5t possible for h5m t o  
secure the kind of education which w i l l  enable him t o  dEavelop t o  
his f u l l  capacity, and becams of the greatest possible benefit to 
o w  society and nation. 
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f t  I s  for these reasom that the President has asked the 
Canpas to enact 8 proqram of %deraI nseri&mce Lo help needy 
schoo% districtrs build urgmW.y needed C ~ A R S F O ~ ~ I S .  It is our 
belief that  youth 9s a nationG&!. resource dierwLTer it is found, and 
that it fs the Federal Oovermnt~s duty to @ve the nost help 
t o  the medie& dZstrlota and the naedieet States, 80 that a13, 
c r t t l m ~ c  of A w e  Vnited States may have the seneflts of the best 
S C h O O k 3  OUT CnU!l",ry CBn PYOdUCee 


